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Article info. Abstract: A minority is a group of people distinguished
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Keywords: Scholars have not reached a comprehensive and universally

- Minorities accepted definition of “minority,” due to the diversity of

criteria used to interpret the concept. Accordingly, legal and

academic thought has identified three main approaches to

—Legal classification. defining minorities: the numerical approach, the objective
approach, and the subjective approach.

—The Yazidis

International concern for the protection of minorities has a
long history, particularly during the era of the League of
Nations, followed by the United Nations and the adoption of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights represents one of the
first clear and explicit references to minority rights.

Iraqi society is characterized by a rich diversity of ethnic,
religious, and linguistic minorities that historically coexisted
in peace, tolerance, and mutual respect. Sectarian and ethnic
divisions were not prominent until after the U.S. invasion of
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Iraq in 2003, which intensified conflicts among different sects
and communities.

The Yazidis constitute one of the most prominent
minorities in Iraq that have been subjected to grave violations
amounting to genocide and crimes (ISIS) Jiela  against
humanity by the terrorist organization

The Iraqi state was adequately protect this community,
resulting in the killing of thousands of its members, the sexual
enslavement of its women, and the displacement of hundreds
of thousands. Many remain missing or displaced to this day,
raising serious and ongoing questions regarding the adequacy
of the response to these atrocities.
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