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Abstract

The Dublin Convention (or Dublin agreement) is a piece of
European law that has two main aims: to establish a common
framework for determining which country in the European Union
(countries which are part of the European Union are known as member
states) decides an asylum seeker’s application and to ensure that only
one-member state should process each asylum application.
Its full title is The Convention determining the State responsible for
examining applications for asylum lodged in one of the member states.
It was first agreed as part of a European Union meeting in Dublin,
Republic of Ireland, in January 1990, and this is why it is more
commonly known as the Dublin Convention.
European Union (EU) governments agreed the Convention in 1990, and
the United Kingdom signed up to it in July 1992. Yet the Dublin
Convention is a piece of European law and could only come into force
once all the member states had signed up to it by passing it in their own
parliaments. The Convention was eventually ratified in 1997.
Before the Dublin Convention came into force, most EU member states
used another piece of European law, called the Schengen Agreement,
to decide whether or not they would accept and examine someone’s
asylum application. In many cases, countries had readmission

agreements with each other, which meant asylum seekers could be sent
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back to another European state if they had passed through it on their

way to the country in which they had claimed asylum.

In fact practice, the United Kingdom government considered that ‘safe’
third countries included any member state of the EU (Republic of
Ireland, France, the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany,
Spain, Portugal, Italy, Greece, Denmark, Sweden, Finland and Austria),
the USA, Canada, Switzerland and Norway .

These countries were included in the list of ‘safe’ third countries set up
by the Asylum and Immigration Act 1996. This meant that any asylum
seeker who had passed through any of those countries on the way to the
UK would be refused immediately and returned to that third country.
Appeals against that refusal were only allowed after the asylum seeker
had been removed to the ‘safe’ third country. The Nationality,
Immigration and Asylum Bill 2002 proposes that asylum seekers in
such a position can only appeal once they are returned there.

From the end of September 1997, the Dublin Convention replaced the
Schengen Agreement as the governing piece of European law, which
sets out which EU country examines someone’s asylum claim.

This research seeks to explain the basics of the Dublin Convention and

how it is supposed to work.
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